
Welcome

to the February 2009 issue 
of the SEELB Local Studies 
e-bulletin. This issue will  
keep you informed about 
Local Studies events in our 
libraries, useful  websites 
and the history of  Lisburn. 
Information on the Northern 
Herald newspaper and the 
1911 census is also 
included.

Photo –D Hunter,  SEELB, 
Marketing

Sponsored by 

Lunch-time music 
sponsored by 

Free Admission

We invite you to join us at Lisburn 
City Library on Saturday 21st 

February 2009 for “Migration In 
Irish History.” The day-long event 
commences at 11.30am with a 
workshop introducing participants 
to the Irish Emigration database 
(IED), a developing online resource 
to which SEELB libraries have 
access. The database contains 
information relevant to historians, 
teachers, students and 
genealogists regarding all aspects 
of  emigration to North America 
(USA and Canada) from the early 
1700s to the 1930s. It includes 
ships’ passenger lists, emigrant 
letters and diaries, family papers 
and official reports.  Booking is 
advisable to secure a place as 
numbers are restricted.

 The afternoon programme begins 
at 1.30pm and finishes at 4.00pm. It 
includes presentations by Brian 
Lambkin and Patrick Fitzgerald, 
who will discuss migration in Irish 
history, while Fintan Vallely will 
explore songs of  emigration. 

Brian Lambkin is founding director 
of the Centre for Migration Studies 
at the Ulster American Folk Park in 
Omagh. Patrick Fitzgerald is 
Lecturer and Development Officer 
at the Centre for Migration Studies 
at the Ulster-American Folk Park, 
Omagh.
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Fintan Vallely is a respected 
musician, lecturer and writer on 
Traditional music.

Booking for this section of the 
event is essential  to secure a 
place.

T:  9263 3350
email:  LisburnCity.Library@NI-
Libraries.NET

  A Genealogy Course for 
Beginners

Admission is free

Tuesday 10 February 2009
Tuesday 17 February 2009
Tuesday 24 February 2009

Time: 6.30pm – 8.00pm
Booking essential

T:  9042 4232
  email:  HolywoodLibrary@NI-

Libraries.NET

  

 Bangor Carnegie Library, 
Wednesday 25 th February 

2009, at 7.30pm

Contact staff to reserve a place 
Telephone: 028 91270591 
Email:BangorCarnegie.Library@ni-
libraries.net 

Booking essential
T:  9263 3350
email:  LisburnCity.Library@NI-
Libraries.NET
Each course is a series of 3 
workshops designed for those just 
starting out on their family history 
research. They will look at the local 
and family history materials 
available in our libraries, and will 
direct participants towards 
archives and online resources.
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FAMILY HISTORY 
ON THE WEB

Internet workshops will be taking 
place in SEELB libraries to help 
participants trace their family tree 
on the web.

• Carryduff Library
Friday 13 th February 11.00am-
12.30pm
T: 90813568
Email: carrydufflibrary@ni-
libraries.net

• Castlewellan Library
Friday 27 th February 11.00am-
12.30pm
T: 43778433
Email: castlewellanlibrary@ni-
libraries.net

Postcard of Lisburn, early 1900s - from the 
Local Studies Collection, Library 

Headquarters, Ballynahinch

The manufacture of linens and 
cambrics, which are sold in their 
brown state every market day at the 

linen-hall, a neat and commodious 
building erected for the purpose, is 
still carried on to a considerable 
extent, and maintains its high 
reputation for the superior quality 
of these articles; and the diapers and 
dasmasks of this place have long 
been distinguished for their 
unrivalled beauty of pattern and 
fineness of texture.
Samuel Lewis – Topographical 
Dictionary of Ireland, published 1837

Lisburn, the only town in this 
parish, took its present name from 
the circumstance of its being burned 
by accident in 1707. In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth it was but an 
obscure village. Its name at that time 
was Lisnagarvy, an Irish word 
signifying “gamesters fort,” which 
fort stood on the site now called 
Castle Gardens. When King James 1 
granted the valuable manor in its 
vicinity to Sir Fulk Conway, an 
officer in the British army and 
ancestor to the present Hertford 
family, he encouraged a number of 
Welsh and English settlers who built 
52 houses in the town at one time, 
but having too much wood in their 
composition and being covered with 
shingles, rendered the town subject 
to accidents by fire, as was terribly 
realised during an assault which was 
made by Sit Phelim O’Neill at the 
head of the rebel army in 1641, and 
afterwards in 1707.
Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland 
(PRONI – MIC/6)
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A public park, handsomely laid out was 
presented to the town by the landlord, 
Sir Richard Wallace, Bart., about three 
years ago. It contains 25 acres, and has 
an entrance and keeper’s lodge on the 
North Circular Road and on the Belfast 
Road. In the centre there is a band 
stand and fountain. 
Bassett’s Directory of County Antrim, 
1886.

http://www.census.nati
onalarchives.ie/

The National Archives of Ireland 
has established a research 
partnership with Library and 
Archives Canada to facilitate 
digitisation, indexing and 
contextualisation of the 1901 and 
1911 census records. The records 
for 1911 are being digitised first, 
followed by those for 1901. The 
1911 Census records for Antrim, 
Down, Dublin and Kerry are now 
available online. Further details 
regarding the publication of the 
other counties are available on the 
website.
 
You can search this site either by 
name of individual, or by location. 
The less information you enter, the 
more numerous the results. The 
names on this site have been 

transcribed as they were written 
into the census forms and spellings 
have not been corrected. Some 
names are illegible, or appear on a 
damaged form. You may, therefore, 
have to try alternative strategies to 
find the person you seek.

NORTHERN HERALD

The short-lived Northern Herald 
was the first Roman Catholic 
newspaper published in Belfast. Its 
proprietor and editor, Charles 
Hamilton Teeling, born in Lisburn in 
1778, saw action as a rebel at the 
battle of Ballynahinch. His classic 
“History of the Irish Rebellion of 
1798” and its sequel, published in 
1828 and 1832 respectively, are 
the sources for the Betsy 
Gray(“Elizabeth Grey”) legend and 
for the colourful account of his own 
escape from the battle field over 
the slopes of Slieve Donard. (A 
photograph of one of the Mourne 
cabins in which he reputedly took 
refuge is included in W J 
Fitzpatrick’s retelling of the story in 
the Mourne Observer of 5th 

February 1971.) 

Through the Northern Herald 
Teeling set out to recapture “the 
old fraternal spirit of the United 
Irishmen.” Standing against 
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factionand bigotry, the journal 
advocated liberal reform, finding a 
champion in William Sharman 
Crawford, whose name is rarely 
absent from its columns. However, 
such an appeal to the radical 
sensibility of ’98 was by now 
anachronistic. Perhaps tellingly, 
the year the Northern Herald 
folded, two new newspapers the 
Downpatrick recorder and the 
Ulster Times started up, both firmly 
conservative.
Text extracted from; “An Index to 
Co. Down and Lisburn items in 
the Northern Herald. 1833-1836,” 
published by the SEELB, 1992.

The Local Studies Department 
holds complete runs of most local 
newspapers on Microfilm. 
Microfilm Reader/Printers are 
available at Library Headquarters, 
Bangor Carnegie, Donaghadee, 
Downpatrick, Lisburn City and 
Newcastle libraries. 

LOCAL STUDIES
SEELB LIBRARY HQ
WINDMILL HILL
BALLYNAHINCH
BT24 8DH
T- 028 97566400
EMAIL-seelb.localstudies@ni-libraries.net

1911 CENSUS

The information for the census was 
gathered on  2  April  1911  and all 
persons  in  the  house  at  the  time 
were  included  on  the  form, 
including  servants  and  visitors. 
Those members of the family away 
from  home  on  the  day  were  not 
included  with  other  family 
members. The National Archives of 
Ireland  (Dublin)  hold  the  original 
census  returns  for  both 1901 and 
1911. Although the 1901 census is 
available  on  microfilm  at  PRONI 
(Belfast), the 1911 census is not.

The  basic  topographical  divisions 
for the census are: County; District 
Electoral  Division;  Townland  or 
Street. The returns are arranged in 
clusters  by  townland/street  within 
district  electoral  division  within 
county.

The information sought was: name, 
age, sex, relationship to head of the 
household,  religion,  occupation, 
marital status, county or country of 
birth. The census also records an 
individual's ability to read or write 
and  ability  to  speak  the  Irish 
language, and whether deaf, dumb, 
blind, idiot, imbecile or lunatic. The 
1911  returns  also  have  details  of 
length of marriage, total children of 
the  marriage  born  alive  and  the 
number surviving.

 

If you have any photos or items which may 
be suitable for inclusion, please forward to: 
joan.magee@ni-libraries.net 
Phone – (028) 4461 2895
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